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9 The Journal of the Catfish Study Group (JCSG) is asubscription-based quarterly published by the
Catfish Study Group (CSG). The journal is available in print and electronic platforms. Annual
subscriptions to JCSG can be ordered and securely paid for through the CSG website
(www.catfishstudygroup.org).

1 The JCSG relies on the contribution of content from its members and other parties. No fees or
honoraria are paid in exchange for content and all proceeds from advertising and subscriptions are
used to support CSG events and activities. At the end of the financial year, any remaining funds
generated from subscriptions to JCSG are transferred to the CSG Science Fund. The Editor and other
CSG personnel involved in the production of the journal do so voluntarily and without payment.

9 Please support the CSG by contributing original articles concerning catfishes that might be of general
interest to JCSG subscribers. Word processor files (e.g., .doc, .docx) and higkresolution images (at
least 300 dpi and 8.5 cms wide) can be sent as email attachments toeditor@catfishstudygroup.org . If
necessary, the Editor will work with contributors to structure and polish text and format images for
inclusion in the journal. The Editor reserves the right to edit submitted text and images to improve
flow and comply with the layout and page limits of the journal. Any manuscripts that propose
taxonomic or nomenclatural changes will be forwarded to a qualified pr ofessional for evaluation.

1 None of the text or images contained in the JCSG may be reproduced (in whole or part) in digital or
print media without the written permission of the Editor. T ext and image copyrights remain with the
author and original photogra pher, respectively. All rights are reserved. The CSG assumes no
responsibility for the views or opinions expressed in contributed articles.

1 The CSG gratefully acknowledges the generous sponsorship of JCSG by Tetra (Spectrum Brands) as
well as nhumerous aquatics manufacturers, retailers and private individuals.

If you would like to advertise in JCSG, here are the options we currently offer. All charges include 20%
VAT and are used to support CSG events and activitiesPlease saveadvertisements as Portable Network
Graphics (.png format), at least 300dpi and sized according to the table below. We can also help prepare
your advertisement at no extra charge. Please contact editor@catfishstudygroup.org for further
information.

Size(page) Approximate height ? width (cm) Colour Black & White

Full 263 18 £148.00 £50.00
Half 133 18 £80.00 £30.00
Quarter 133 9 £50.00 £20.00
Eighth 6.53 9 £30.00 £12.50
Sixteenth 3.253 9 £18.00 £8.00
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Chairmands report

As the nights draw in
and the fish house
starts to cool a few

degrees and the
Loricarids stop and
the Corydoras start
spawning, the CSG
Committee go into
overdrive  arranging
the forthcoming

remai ni

and

Conventi
calendar.

on

Excitingly, in addition to the usual Autumn
auction in afewmo nt h s Ppwe havereetrp to
Denmark to look forward to, visiting the
National Aquarium in Copenhagen in the safe
hands of Peter Petersen. It promises to be an
exciting adventure for many of us with tours of
the Aquarium, presentations by top catfish
keepers and the camaraderie of fellow catfish
k e e p e rbe makihgé&Hhe most of the weekend,
extending my stay and travelling with my wife
and children to enjoy the city (and the fish!).

This is hot on the heels of the September open
show and auction, which saw over a hundred
aquarists through the doors competing with
their prize catfish and competing to grab
bargains in the auction! A few of the fish which
went through included the following L -numbers
(in no particular order!): L346, L156, L260,

L066, L201, L200, L427, L226, L204 and the
following Corydoradinae: Scleromystax
6 C W0 338 pripnotus, S. barbatus, Corydoras
6bl ack s cCh ubutgess, i Aspidoras
6 C WO Cargdoras leucomelus, C. agassizi, C.
hastatus, C. delphax, Aspidoras 6 go | d 6 .

| was pretty exhausted after the preparation and
delivery of the event and stopped to reflect on
the incredible hard work by our small team of
committee members and volunteer members.

The CSG is kept going by the altruism shown by
a very small number of hard work individuals

ng

working to deliver top class events and outputs

for hundreds of catfish keepers for very little

reward. The same can be said of other aquatic
clubs and | applaud the few who work tirelessly

to keep this hobby active for the many.

Unfortunately, our committee effort is
hampered by a tiny number of individuals who
choose to scrutinize in minute detail the way
CSG business is conduted and then criticis e our
efforts, s is desife af ¢f put actitie peing
conducted against a tight constitution and
delivered by members of utmost integrity. The
efforts by this minority to derail our efforts and
undermine our work significantly reduces the
ability to deliver our core activit ies and further
the study of catfish.

Thankfully, most of this conduct is kept behind

closed doors and we sincerely hope the vast
majority of grateful catfish keepers are not
impacted by these few agitators and will

continue to support the committee in th eir work .
We certainly try to rise above the naysayers who
refuse to accept our ways of working in an
unknown effort to derail the current committee.

If any of our readers would like to have a say in
the way our club is managed there is a great
opportuni ty to throw your hat into the ring with
nominations for Committee roles due by the end
of October. | outlined the available roles in the
last Journal.

This Journal advertises the 2019 Convention
with 7 speakers from across the globe. Full
details for bookings can be found on our website
- catfishstudygroup.org

Sooheredbs | ooking
in the fish house, and plenty of fish spawnings to
keep us all busy.

Cheers,Mark

forwdard
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CSG Annual General Meeting i 20/01/2019

On 20" January 2019, the CSG holds its AGM. This year sees the majority of the current committee
complete a full term of four years of service and as per the constitution the requirement to elector re-
elect 12 committee positions. The meeting will be against the following agendastarting at 1300hrs:

Welcome

Committee vacancies

Accept minutes from 2018 AGM

Committee reports : Chair, Treasurer, Secretary, Editor, Show Secretary,
Convention Manager

Proposals and amendments to Constitution

Close

PwbE

o o

The meeting will have teleconference facilities available (to be announced) and will be
recorded.

The following full committee positions are available:

Chair , Treasurer, General Secretary , Convention Manager , Auction Manager , Sales
Secretary , Press Secretary , Show Secretary , Breeders Award Programme Secretary
Information Technology Secretary , Editor , Catering Manager . An additional post of

Scientific Advisor will be proposed.

For any committee position, the nominee must have been a CSG member for at least a year. For the
positions of Chair, Treasurer and General Secretary the nominees must have held aommittee post for at
least three yearsand be based in the UK Full details of committee post responsibilities can be found in
our constitution on our website. Committee members will be expected to carry out their duties (for
between 4 years) and attend regular committee meetings.

If you wish to put yourself forward for a committee post you must inform the current
General Secretary by the 18 ™ November. You must be seconded by a current CSG member.

To date we have individuals nominated for Chair, Treasurer, General Secretary, Convention Managetr,
Auction Manager, Show Secretary, IT Secretary, Editor and Catering Manager.If more than one member
is proposed for any role then a ballot of members will take place. Members can hold more than one post
at a time, but will only have one vote in Committee proceedings.

As usual, proposals or amendments to the constitution must be submitted to the General
Secretary by the 31 st October. Proposals will be presented to the membership in the last
Journal of the year and ballots cast to vote for or against the proposals.

Any comments or points of discussion as perthe proposals must be submitted to the General Secretary
by the 7 January. The proposals and discussion points will be summarised by the Committee and
presented to the AGM attendees where any remaining members can vote for or against the items and the
final vote will be counted.

For full details on the AGM process and committee positions refer to the CSG
Constitution.



Bolton Museum Aquarium

By Pete Liptrot

Bolton Aquarium opened on January 27th 1941,
which makes us one of the oldest Public
Aquaria in the UK. There are now over three
generations of people from Bolton and beyond
who remember the Aquarium as a part of their
childhood, and are now bringing their own
children or even grandchildren to learn more
about the underwater world. Whether for
aguarium enthusiasts, students and
researchers, families, tired shoppers or just
people looking for some quiet relaxation we
welcome everyone.

Once at the entrance b the Aquarium the first
of the displays can be seen. Certainly during the
670s this corridor had
wall, and display cases on the other with various
fish fossils, prepared spirit specimens and
anatomical information relating to fis h.

In the | ate 670s some
set up in this area and these exhibits changed
over time, we stopped keeping reptiles in about
2005 and there are currently six aquaria which
show different aspects of the aquatic world,
including pollution , the fishes found in small
streams in the rainforests, and threatened

......

species and environments. On the opposite wall
there are interpretation boards showing various
aspects of the history and operation of the
aquarium.

All our displays are tropical freshw ater, there

are a number of reasons for this, but we like it
because this sets us aside from most other
similar institutions. 40% of the fish species of

the world live in freshwater, after all.

We try to feature fish from all the continents
where freshwater fish live, with each display
being intended to represent a certain habitat.
This involves selecting species which besides
being potentially found together in nature, will

and also decorating the aquarium as correctly
as we are able (with some artistic license, we
use plants that grow well for us).

aq Yih %\(ﬂué‘riun?ig‘djassé’d a7 bo dhd tERTBrE

we are obliged to provide an extremely high
standard of care for all the inhabitants in order
to meet licensing requirements, keep records,
and each year weobdre i
webdbre doing what we
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the public aquarium industry, we buy in bulk
from them to keep costs down.

The fish are also fed commercial fish foods of
course to give a good balance of vitamins and

mi ner al s. Wedbre lucky to
from various manufacturers, Aquarian/API of
course, and also Vitalis. We also getasked to
trial new formulations and report back on them,
plus new equipment at times. If a filter survives
) = what we put it throug-h, i
Managing water quality in aquaria of this size proof...
i snét quite the same as novsetr hoinee psaisttu adteicoandse, wetd v
takes more than the si mplaed mMdieo with unidedsities, hosiingp thewr
of bucketso | use at home.undegragduaies anxwork iplacemergseand for
around a 50% water change per week, and the dissertation projects. This has improved our
sheer number of fish means that filter cleaning own delivery, and | t hink
alone takes up a good number of hours each from where we were ten ye
week. recent visitors from US and German
Whenever new species or displays are univ.ersities. Iooki_ng at .how we bregd one
considered, research is undertaken to ensure par.tlcular little fish of |r_1terest, [?anlonglla,
that all the requirements of the organisms which may go on to be important in medical
concerned can be met to as great a degree as research.
possible. Obviously catfish are important in our displays,
over t he year s weobve k er

That this has been at least partially achieved is
proven by the numerous breeding successes,
and by the longevity of some of the specimens,
includin g a 23 year old Piranha- Gnasher who
we believed was the oldest piranha in the world,
died on 24 April 2000. Many of our current fish
are now well into their teens, the oldest we
know for sure are some Myleus rubripinnis
which are over 25 years old.

The diet given to the fish includes some items
which surprise a lot of the public, but not
catfish enthusiasts. Pears, tomatoes, sweet
potatoes, grapes, cherries, carrots, figs,
courgettes, and a wide range of other fresh
vegetables and seafood. Because whave large
aguaria with powerful filtration, we can be a bit
more liberal in what we try, even allowing some
fruit and veg to soften in the tank for a couple of
days without worrying about it spoiling or
creating a huge infusoria culture.

Fortunately Bolt on has an excellent market only
a few mi nut e s GawaywwaHere all these
foodstuffs can be obtained cheaply and easily,
itdés a great source of
larger fish. We also use specialist suppliers to

different species. With so many species to
choose from,
which to actually display, especially given how
fortunate we are in this area regarding retailers.

The information available through the CAGB
and now the CSG has been really important for
improving and refining our husbandry
techniques. Without the advice and support
from members past and

have been anything like as successful as we
have.

hardnt® t decide s
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Report on the 2017  International

By Mark Walters

The bi-annual L-number Days Convention was
held in Hannover, Germany between the 27-29t

October. The event is now a staple in the diaries
of die-hard catfish keepers and was this year
attended by over 160 delegates making it one of
the largest in the World. Having attended in

2015, | was equally excited this time to meet so
many of my aquatic friends from across the

world, and received a warm welcome from all.

With 14 individual t al
me much convincing | was going to go again,
although | left my arrangements and planning

rather late! In addition to the great talks and

opportunity to socialise with the great and the

good of our hobby, there was also plenty of retail
opportunity and | came home with new lots of

new caves, breeding boxes ad food to try out.

I havendédt captured al/l
the talks but I hope my report casts a light on the

ks

t

L -number days

event which can only truly be realised by
attending in person.

Leandro Sousa i Rio Xingo Talk 1

Leandro is well known to aquarists for his studies of
Loricarids on the Rio Xingu, and their plight
following the construction of the infamous Belo
Monte hydro-electric dam. His work has further
developed to study the impacts postconstruction.

di t ake

pl anned it dnodt

he i nformation from all

of



